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thirty-two  petals,  which stood  on  the   backs  of the four  lions

at  the  top  of the  pillar.    Whatever  that  be,  the fact

that,   where  every  one else   in the   Congress  was

the   Gandhian  Charkha,  it was left  only to the                      to

have  struck  a  note  of   dissent   and   suggested   an

viz.,   the   Ubhaya taaraka Ckakra.    And it cannot  be               that

Ms  vision  in  this  one  respect  at  leajt  was  most onerring and

prophetic.

CHAPTER     XXXV

CLOSING YEARS  OF LIFE

In this chapter, we shall  read  of some  random
on Gopalakrishnayya's life at this period, which, we have
said, was one of illness and suffering.

The  ailment was diagnosed as an advanced            of tuber-

culosis in June  1926.    He suffered much, of course, both
the disease,  and also from poverty.    But all the               he had

for himself; at worst, he allowed just a few of them who
by his side to share a portion of it.

There is an aspect of this illness which was much
and probably misunderstood.    It was his practice            Ms diet

and  medicines.     It was  alleged that he  never cared   foe   tins
prescribed   diet;  and  Gopalakrishnayya himself
to spread such an impression.    But the criticism was
To give but one example, a Brahmin that he was by birth
profession, and a strict vegetarian for decades, at the
of the  doctors,  he took not only to egg but           mutton

soup. The instance was not a solitary and exceptional one1 but
typical* For a disease which was chronic and eating in the
extreme, ft miist be said, on the whole, that he               Ms

restrictions fairly well.    But when critics faced him with a